R. TETTENHORST 
P. O. Box 9252 

Richmond Heights, Missouri 63117 
August 28, 1984 


M. Meghrig 8 Sons 
5352 Wilshire Boulevard 
Los Angeles, CA 90036 


Gentlemen: 

Thank you very much for the copy of Walter Breen's 
"Encyclopedia of United States Half Cents, 1793-1857" 
which was sent to me. 

I would like to order two additional regular copies and 
one deluxe copy. My check for $420 is enclosed. 

Sincerely, 


R. Tettenhorst 


enclosure 


MANUFACTURERS 



(iKL (iHegljrtg Sc js>rms 


5352 WILSHIRE BOULEVARD 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90036 
TELEPHONE (213) 936-6246 


COMPLETE LINE OF 
SCOTT, MINKUS, LIGHTHOUSE 
R E. HARRIS, HARCO 
WHITMAN, ELBE, DANSCO 
& SHOWGARD 
& WHITE ACE 


August 31 st,1984 


Mr, R.Tettenhorst 
P.O.Box 9232 
St.Louis, MO 63117 


Dear Mr, Tettenhorst: 


Thank you very much for your additional 
Walter Breen's "Encyclopedia " order.The regular 
editions are being shipped right now. 

The delux edition will be shipped when 
ready as there are some more work to be done on the 
photographs.Thank you for your patience. 



j Bulanikian 


EAST OR WEST 
MEGHRIG SERVES YOU BEST 




MANUFACTURERS 





5352 WILSHIRE BOULEVARD 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90036 
TELEPHONE (213) 936-6246 


NUMISMATIC & PHILATELIC ACCESSORIES 
MANUFACTURERS OF SQUARE COIN TUBES 


COMPLETE LINE OF 
SCOTT, MINKUS. LIGHTHOUSE 
H. E. HARRIS. HARCO 
WHITMAN, ELBE. DANSCO 


Dear Friend; 

It took the publisher three and a half years 
to complete the regular edition of " Encyclopedia of 
United States Half Cents. 1795- 1 857. 11 by Walter Breen. 


The Deluxe edi'tion ,which was announced with 


the regular edition''needs so much work that ,we,as a 
distributor,..think it would be unfair to keep your re¬ 
mittance any longer... therefore we are enclosing a re¬ 
fund of your prepayment with our apologies. 

When the Deluxe edition becomes available you 
will be notified.We thank you again for your patience. 


& SHOWGARD 



Serj Bulanikian 




/ - * f -rs' 



EAST OR WEST 
MEGHRIG SERVES YOU BEST 





THE REPOSITORY 


VOL. Ill, NOS. 1-2 Fremont, Calif. JAN. & MAR., 1985 


In the last issue of "The Repository" I published a rather criti¬ 
cal review of Walter Breen's "Encyclopedia of United States Half 
Cents, 1793-1857," which was written by Bill Weber. I invited 
Walter to respond to the critique, and his comments appear below. 

PICK NITS, GET LICE 

Mr. Weber's new review of my half cent book is an improvement over 
the one he and Frank Wilkinson concocted for Penny Wise . Possibly 
if he tries hard enough he will someday be able to do the subject 
justice. 

As with his former effort, his choice of nits to pick is a little 
odd. 

Some of his complaints (e.g. that the information is "difficult to 
locate") suggest that he is assuming that other readers do not know 
how to use an index: a gratuitous insult to collectors. Others 
leave the impression that he expected the book to be the kind that 
purports to tell you instantly How Much It's Worth. But an ency¬ 
clopedia cannot be a. continuously updated value guide. Ordinary 
coins in ordinary grades can be priced from the Red Book or gray 
sheet; rarer or choicer ones require a knowledge of auction rec¬ 
ords, which is precisely what this book provides instead. 

Still others make me wonder if the copy he read is even the same 
book I wrote. Two examples of this last: 

1. He claims that I have expressed "little other than dis¬ 
dain for the efforts of numismatic authors for the past 125 years" 
-- despite the praise I lavished on (among others) S. S. Crosby, 

Dr. Sheldon, Wayte Raymond, Cornelius Vermeule, Don Taxay and 
Robert W. Julian. (Had I found a convenient occasion to, I would 
have added Neil Carothers, George H. Clapp, Howard Newcomb, and 
Eric P. Newman). The context was my late 1940s disappointment 
with certain pre-Sheldon coin books, most of which have been super¬ 
seded by better texts. 

2. He complains that my section "How Half Cents Were Made" 
"seldom mentions the half cents" and "tells us about the invention 
of coinage by the Lydians." Its focus is on how the Philadelphia 
Mint made copper coins (planchets, dies, and striking), in the 
context of the changing mint technology of the period. "Text 
without context is pretext." 

The illustrations on pp. 15-16 about which he complains are an 
artists composites from much older engravings in coin books. 

There was no time to get them redone from scratch. As for the 
missing items in the photographic grading guide, he would do bet¬ 
ter to ask Jon Hanson. 






-2- 


His complaint about my use of the term "condition census" is odd. 
Does he think I should have stuck to the top six? That was Shel¬ 
don’s peculiar use of the term, and I felt no obligation to con¬ 
tinue it. A census is "an enumeration of the items in a class" 
(Webster’s Unabridged, definition 4). The class I chose was open- 
ended, precisely to avoid dealers' offering lower grade coins as 
newly discovered items belonging among the top six, the way they 
did with large cents. Jon Hanson assigned those grades to the 
coins marked "not seen" on the basis of catalogue descriptions, 
fully aware that the coins might even turn out to be worse. These 
unseen coins were listed precisely to avoid dealers' complaining 
"Why didn’t you list the coin in the - sale?" 

His complaint that we allegedly ignored 34 of Mr. Roger Cohen's 
friends is misdirected. Jon Hanson approached some of these and 
got little or no cooperation from them. Some, including Mr. Weber 
himself, saw galley proofs of various parts of the text; they had 
ample opportunity to correct errors or provide other information 
(and receive credit lines for doing either), but they chose not 
to. Was it really a greater contribution to science to wait until 
after publication to snipe and carp instead? 

An errata sheet is in preparation. Collectors spotting real errors 
are urgently requested to write me at Box 352, Berkeley, 'Ch ' 94701. 
I thank those that have already done so. 

Mr. Weber thought I was pontificating ex cathed ra. I thought he 
was friendly. We were both wrong. 


Regretfully, 

(Signed) 

Walter Breen 

a***###*******##*####****#*#*#*#*####*#****###*#**####*##*###***** 

I appreciate Walter taking the time to respond to Bill's review. 
Were the original critique and the rebuttal a debate, I seriously 
doubt that we could proclaim a winner. Indeed, in matters such 
as these, I strongly doubt that there could ever be a winner. It 
is good that we reside in an environment which allows us to openly 
question and discuss subjects that envelope differing schools of 
thought. The "ultimate definitive reference" has yet to be written 
on any subject. Even theologians continue to argue the doctrines 
set forth in the Bible. 

So, what does this all mean? Should authors discontinue writing 
for fear of being criticized (justly or unjustly)? Should readers 
refrain from penning critical reviews for fear of discouraging 
future enlightenment? The answer to both of these questions is 
an emphatic "NO!" As noted numismatic bibliophile John W. Adams 
wrote in the introduction to his fine work "United States Numis¬ 
matic Literature, Volume I," "Thus far, no mention has been made 
of errors. That this book contains many, the author doubts not. 
However, an improved model is not possible until a rough proto¬ 
type has first been attempted. Moreover, being proved wrong is 
a small price to pay if this book in some small way guides the 
path to the profound enjoyment to be derived from numismatic lit¬ 
erature . " 
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As Walter states in his response to Bill's review, an errata sheet 
for the Half Cent Encyclopedia is in preparation. This, in itself, 
attests to Walter's acceptance that the work is not perfect. Just 
as he has called attention to the errors of fact and/or omission 
appearing in earlier numismatic references, some future numismatic 
scholar will one day point out flaws in Walter's work. And at still 
a later date, the latter scholar's work will be questioned and 
challenged. And so it goes. 

And now that I have pontificated (hopefully not "ex cathedra") on 
the subject, I would like to add a personal observation on the mat¬ 
ter. As one who was close to the principals involved in the prep¬ 
aration of the Breen work, although I had very little, if any, in¬ 
put into it, I was frequently in the company of many of today's 
foremost half cent collectors; and as a "bystander," I was able to 
"listen in" on many conversations regarding the book and its rela¬ 
tive merits. It soon became quite evident to me that there are 
essentially two camps of half cent enthusiasts - Breen's and Cohen's. 
Both gentlemen have authored very fine works covering the subject 
and, indeed, if one possesses copies of both books, he thus possesses 
a veritable armada of information with which to pursue his specialty. 

Unfortunately, rather than to coexist peacefully, it would seem 
that a certain faction within the Cohen camp feels compelled to 
verbally assault the Breen treatise. The critical review which 
appeared in this month's issue of Penny Wise , along with the piece 
published in the last issue of "The Repository," seemed to me, for 
the most part, to be of a rather nit-picking nature. However, as 
I am not a half cent collector, perhaps I am wrong. 

In any event, I would hope that we have now heard the final dis¬ 
cussion - pro or con - on the Breen book. As Dr. Lapp so diplo¬ 
matically put it in the January Penny Wise , "Surely, there is a 
place in one's library for both half cent books... Each book 
seems to provide a particular service to the half cent collector - 
and only the reader can make such a choice as to whether it be the 
one or the other, or both." Amen! 

a#********#*#***************##*###*#**##*##*####*#****#*######*##* 

The criticism surrounding the Breen work brings to mind several 
other controversies concerning half cents which have surfaced in 
the past. Some readers may recall the great "Hazelcorn" argu¬ 
ments which appeared in Penny Wise some years ago. Still another 
critical commentary appearecFin fed. Frossard's fabled house organ 
"Numisma" more than one hundred years ago. Writing in the January, 
1881 issue, Frossard penned the following critique. 

THE MINT RESTRIKE HALF CENTS 

It appears almost incredible that a man whose name is cited as an 
authority on American coinage, and who handles coins from morning 
till night six times a week all the year round, should ignore the 
difference between genuine half cents in the forties, and the mint 
restrikes of the same dates, but such appears to be the case. Mr. 

W. E. Woodward, the compiler of the Mickley sale catalogue, avows 
himself still unable to distinguish the reverse of the restruck 
half cents from the reverses of the genuine half cents of the same 
dates. (See his remarks, page 39, sale Dec. 8, 9, 10, 18 8 0). To 
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point out the differences which stamp one class of half cent as 
genuine emanations of the Mint, made in the years corresponding 
with the date on the coin, and in the other class as coins pro¬ 
duced at a subsequent date, with a reverse that did not exist 
when the genuine pieces were issued, would be on our part, an 
exhibition of "cheap learning" we wish to avoid, at the present 
time. 

It is enough to state that the differences exist, have frequently 
been pointed out, notably in the "American Journal of Numismatics, 
are marked, easily recognizable, and that no one offering coins at 
public sales to the purchasing collecting public has the right to 
ignore these differences. At this rate we shall soon have com¬ 
pilers of catalogues ignoring for instance the differences between 
the original Confederatio cents, worth ten times their weight in 
gold, and Bolen’s close copies of the same, or between a genuine 
1796 half cent and one of Dr. Edward’s copies. 

As regards the 1831 and ’36 half cents, their genuine reverse has 
the bar under the words "half cent," while the few restrikes known 
(one sold in Haseltine's sale, Nov. 23, 1880) have a reverse ident 
ical to the reverse of the Mint restrikes of dates 1840-49. The 
1831, ’36, '40-49 Mint restrikes were all struck after 1850, and 
with the reverse which is supposed to have been the reverse of the 
1856 half cent - but whether 55, 56 or 57, is a matter of slight 
importance. 

They are restrikes and no amount of even the most plausible argu¬ 
ing can make them pass for the genuine article. 

*** 

The above narrative proved to be the initial impetus for the long 
and bitter feud which was to obsess Frossard and Woodward for a 
number of years. The battle reached fever pitch with Frossard's 
scathing allegory "The False Talisman" which appeared in the March 
1881 issue of "Numisma." 

Enraged by the article, Woodward, in his April, 1881 catalogue of 
the Clogston Collection offered lot 1307, a copy of Andrews' work 
on late date large cents. Following the description, Woodward 
saw fit to make the following comments: 

"This unpretending little book of fifty-four pages is the work of 
an original investigator, and is a real and not a pretended con¬ 
tribution to numismatic science. It may with truth be said of it, 
'a work of absolute necessity to Collectors of American Copper 
Coins.' With the exception of Maris's 'Varieties of the Copper 
Issues of the United States Mint in the Year 1794,’ and Crosby's 
account of the Cents of 1793, published with Levick's Plate in the 
'American Journal of Numismatics,' and 'Appleton's Issues of the 
Mint of the United States,' printed in the same Journal, and re¬ 
printed in a small edition, it is the only work that has ever 
appeared on this specialty of any importance whatsoever. True, 
a sumptuous and presumptuous volume has been printed on the sub ¬ 

ject, but a diligent perusal"will convince"any person"that it 
i^ perhaps the only book ever written, from which no new fact 
could be gleaned. Having carefully read it, I fail to discover 
in it anything new, except numerous ridiculous blunders of the 




In the last number of "The Repository," I announced that Walter Breen's 
"Encyclopedia of United States Half Cents, 1793-1857" had been released, 
and encouraged my readers to purchase a copy. Noted Half Cent spec¬ 
ialist and long time collector Bill Weber has prepared a critical re¬ 
view of the work, and I present it below for your edification. Bill 
has collected the series for more than thirty years and is recognized 
as an authority on the subject. A number of the coins illustrated in 
the book belong to Bill. 
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WALTER BREEN'S ENCYCLOPEDIA OF UNITED STATES HALF CENTS, 1793-1857 
A REVIEW 

In reading the subject tfook and some of the reviews published to date, 
a little rhyme comes to mind which goes, "I've found the perfect woman; 
I ask for nothing more. She's deaf and dumb, and oversexed, and owns 
a liquor store." Which is just another way of saying, "to each his 
own." For those of you who have read and used the "Encyclopedia," and 
find that it fulfills your needs and expectations, I say, "great!" To 
those of you who may have the book and have not read it, or are con¬ 
sidering its acquisition, I offer the following evaluation. 

To begin with, it's big and colorful and a beautiful tribute to Walter. 
You're only past the first few pages of the book when you begin to de¬ 
velop a feel for the "Breen style" of writing. The picture of "The 
Master At Work," in his staged surroundings, and the full page portrait 
are clues of what's to follow. In the opening chapters Breen seems 
hard pressed to express little other than disdain for the efforts of 
numismatic authors in the U. S. for the past 125 years. A summary of 
his review of these early authors' efforts reads, "All these books 
were read, assimilated, and then put away in disappointment, their 
promise unfulfilled;" and further laments, "Yesteryear's guess work 
became yesterday's theory and today's 'facts,' and nobody noticed." 

With Breen's seeming in-depth familiarity of these early authors and 
their work, I'm disappointed that he couldn't have enumerated a few 
of their contributions and how they enhanced coin collecting over the 
years for thousands of collectors. 

To buy this book for no more than the excellence of Jack Collins's 
photography would assure you of having received full value for the 
dollars spent. It would not surprise me if many people bought their 
"Encyclopedia" for that reason. When you first open the book, the 
plating quality is so evident - and remains so throughout the book - 
you assume that the narrative would be of equal quality. If you have 
a few half cents and feel that the book will enhance your appeciation 
of them - and it should - or even if you have none but believe that 
having the book is appropriate since you have most of the other U. S. 
references, Breen's book will serve you adequately. Half cent collec¬ 
tors who go for varieties, die states, and want more in-depth enlight¬ 
enment about this fascinating copper will have their work cut out for 
themselves. If you expect to find the essential data that I believe 
you'll seek regarding attribution, rarity, condition census, availa¬ 
bility by grade, pricing, grading, quantity minted, number extant, 
die states, etc., to be presented in a clear, succinct, easy-to-fol¬ 
low manner, you may conclude that the "Encyclopedia" is not neces¬ 
sarily "user friendly." I'm not suggesting the information isn't in 
the book; I just found it difficult to locate due to the author's 
penchant for prolix. On page (13) Breen writes, "It is beyond the 
scope of this book to tell how all kinds of coins were made since 
antiquity. Instead, let us focus on how the Philadelphia Mint made 
copper coins, and specifically half cents." Breen's "focus" is a 
tad off, for he seldom mentions the half cent in the 13 pages of 
narrative and illustrations, and darned if he doesn't go back to 
ancient times and tell us about "the invention of coinage by the 
Lydians in the eighth (sic) century B.C." Please don't be misled by 
the foregoing into thinking that I have not derived considerable 
pleasure and some new information from the "Encyclopedia." It has 
much solid and worthwhile data which, unfortunately, is often diffi¬ 
cult to extract because of Breen's affinity for excessive verbiage 


and some loose couplings in this thought chain. The illustrations 
on mint -operations - pages 15 and 16 - offer a challenge to literal 
interpretation and should be included in the chapter titled "Anoma¬ 
lies, Enigmas and Flights of Fancy." Just how unhitched horses 
transfer their power to an unsecured capstan and to the rollers up¬ 
stairs must cause the roller operator continual problems. There are 
other anomalies to be found in this chapter that I'll leave for you 
to identify. 

When Breen writes, "we have fairly accurate knowledge of what vari¬ 
eties exist and how scarce each of them is at each grade level," I'd 
like to be shown. It seems to me that if you are going to write an 
"Encyclopedia," you would reference as many collectors of your sub¬ 
ject as you could and thereby provide the broadest possible data base. 
Those very sensitive areas regarding rarity, condition census, die 
states, availability in grade levels, etc. require seeing as much of 
what is known to exist as is reasonably possible. Numerous fringe 
benefits have the possibility of coming along, i.e., auction sale 
records and unseen catalogs, plus the experience factor the collector 
can contribute. I was surprised and dismayed to find a significant 
number of young, active half cent collectors I know, and know of, ab¬ 
sent from Breen's list of "Acknowledgements." I'm surprised since 
Breen only had to look to page 131 of Roger S. Cohen, Jr's, second 
edition of "American Half Cents; The 'Little Half Sisters,'" which 
was available in early 1982 while Breen was still working on his man¬ 
uscript. The absence of the input from the more than 34 potential 
information sources is regretable, especially in a work of "science," 
which Breen believes his work to be. The impact on the condition 
census is readily evident by the departure from the norm that Breen 
and Jon Hanson use in their listings. A condition census, as it has 
been used for over 35 years, represents the 6 finest examples of a 
given variety known to the author and his collaborators. It is a 
guide as to how rare a coin may be in its upper range of condition; 
however, what Breen and Hanson provide is a "condition inventory." 

This is not easy to accept until you read on page 64, under "Condi¬ 
tion Census:" "In many instances, the coins have not become available 
recently enough for photography, or verification of grade." From 
this statement I can only conclude that if you are unable to confirm 
"verification of grade," which Breen says they could not, then we 
have lost the science and must resort to seance. 

If you seek help in what price to pay, or charge, for your coppers, 
you will probably turn to page (33) and "Common Sense About The Bot¬ 
tom Lines." It begins, "One of the features almost any collector, 
and any dealer, will look for first in any reference book on any 
series of coins, is price levels, or something that can be readily 
translated into reliable price estimates. Reference books that ig¬ 
nore the subject altogether, or that give unrealistic estimates, have 
a way of being ignored... I cannot ignore the issue herein. What I 
can do, however, is attempt a scientific approach." The "scientific 
approach" remains undefined for the next 5 pages as Breen evidently 
forgot what he wrote back on page 3. (He then states) "At present, 
the only safe guide to values is auction records, provided that the 
coins were correctly described, graded, and attributed, and that they 
actually changed hands, which is not always a safe assumption!" Can 
you imagine how many years you'll be on that project even if you only 
use half of the "Master's" criteria for a "safe guide." I've found 
an alternative that I believe offers practical help in this vexing 
area. In Roger Cohen's book (Second Edition), on pages viii and ix, 
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he provides a table that is much more timely, flexible and easy to 

use. 

When I heard that the "Photographic Grading Guide" was to be a fea¬ 
ture of this book, it pleased me very much. Given the excellence of 
Jack Collins's work throughout the book, it was a big disappointment 
to find some of the "key grades" omitted. These key condition grades, 
unfortunately, are thos^ usually encountered by collectors and dealers 
in today's coin market. The E.F., A.U. and Unc's that are plated are 
rarely encountered, especially those issued prior to 1825. It would 
seem that Breen may be oriented to the "legendary collectors" and has 
lost touch with what today's marketplace is like. The most offensive 
example of seeing the "NONE AVAILABLE FOR PHOTOGRAPHY" designation is 
when it appears in place of the "FINE" space for both the Draped Busts 
Type of 1800-1808, and the Classic Heads, Type of 1809-1 836 - To sug¬ 
gest that this grade was not satisfactorily photographed among the 
thousands of half cents to which they had access is simply a well- 
known 8 letter word beginning with "B." I believe that reasonable 
substitutes to these missing "Fine" grades exist in the "Encyclopedia. 
For a "Fine" example of the Draped Busts, try using 1803, #2, State 
IV; or 1804, #2, State V; or '04, #3, plate coin; and '04, #6, State 
VI. For the Classic Heads you can probably use the 1809, #2, State 
II, while hoping for a coin freer of nicks and dings. 

The "ex cathedra" manner that Breen employs in presenting his material 
is sometimes irksome and fatiguing to me. Comparing the two half cent 
references - Cohen's and Breen's - might be likened to shopping for a 
cut of beef. Breen's book weighs out at over 5 pounds, and at $60.00 
would be $12.00 per pound. It has Jack Collins's outstanding photo¬ 
graphy which, by itself, probably justifies the price. The "Encyclo¬ 
pedia" also has a helluva lot of fat in its narrative. Judicious 
editing would significantly enhance its readability, mobility and 
utility. Cohen’s book weighs about 2 pounds and costs $35.00, or 
about $17.50 per pound. Its plates don't equal Collins's, but are 
superior to many other references. Cohen's work is very lean, almost 
too much so, but it is easily the most comfortable to use in almost 
every practical situation. Breen has more historical data but I feel 
Cohen has a better awareness of what's going on today with half cents. 

If you could afford but one book right now, I'd get Cohen's second 
edition and save my money to buy Breen's as soon as I could. If you 
are into early U. S. copper, you'll want and - most importantly - 
enjoy them both. 

*•**«*******«***•«»*•******«**********«*****«**»«**********«*«****** 

When I recommended Walter's book in the last issue, I was doing so 
from the standpoint of a numismatic bibliophile who had read the work 
thoroughly and enjoyed it immensely. I am not now, nor have I been 
in the past, a collector of United States half cents. I found the 
reference to be readable, informative, entertaining and enjoyable, 
and stand behind my recommendation. 

Walter? 

•ft****************************************************************** 

CAL WILSON - 38228 GLENM00R DRIVE - FREMONT, CALIFORNIA 94536 



BREEN'S ENCYCLOPEDIA - A REVIEW 


John D. Wright, NLG 

The promised book has finally arrived! The 'comparative review' which I 
envisioned two years ago of Roger Cohen's and Walter Breen's half cent books 
can now be done. But how does one compare 131 pages of we 11-presented 
research material and excellent photographs against 501 pages of well-presented 
research material and phenomenal photographs delivered almost three years 
later? That Breen's book was 30 years in preparation is evident from its content. 
At first impression, the title ENCYCLOPEDIA OF HALF CENTS seems pre¬ 
sumptuous - the subject appears too narrow for a cyclopedic coverage. But a 
review of the contents shows the book to be all that it claims - an encyclopedia. 

Over the last 13 years, Cohen's two editions have become the standard, the 
latest word, and the wordbook of a new cult of collectors. I can't see that 
changing any more than I could see Mercedes running Ford out of business. 
Nobody is going to carry a six-pound book around a coin show. But many people - 
I for one - will want a reference that, in enjoyable clarity, covers more than they 
ever wanted to know about half cents. To coin a pun, Breen has really done it up 
brown. Cohen's book contains little not found in Breen, and Breen's book has 
much not found in Cohen. I would want both books. But if you must choose, 
balance your wants against your wallet. Do you prefer what you need for $25., 
or everything for $60. ? 

Specific information on rarity and condition census is more complete and 
clearer in the Breen book, and is more current in the Cohen book - an anomaly 
attributed to the fact that Breen's manuscript was completed before Cohen's 
second edition (January, 1982). 

As an object. Jack Collins has raised Breen's manuscript to a true art form. 
His lay-out is eye-appealing and easy to follow, his photography is awesome - 
at a crystal-clear 3-inch diameter - and his attention to the technical details of 
production are meticulous. This insistence on perfection is the main reason that 
the book took almost 3 years from announcement until delivery. The only 
quality compromise is the card-paper cover (a cost measure), which seems 
cheap in contrast. 

The manuscript itself covers not only hard core variety information, but 
also such related topics as a literature survey, a detailed discussion of minting 
processes, half cent pre-history (1783-1793), a fully readable discussion on 
"The Bottom Line" - dollars for half cents, leading into discussion on rarity, 
condition, and a fairly comprehensive photo-grading guide for half cents. Much 
of the background information alluded to in other publications has been included 
here in all its gory detail. Practically nothing was left out, from excruciatingly 
detailed pedigrees, to detailed enumeration of die states, to the fabric of flan 
stock for various varieties, to discussions on related pieces such as the Smith 
counterfeits, the Washington half cent, the Edward copy 1796, the 1837 token, 
and the proof half cents struck in 1857-1860. The final chapter, aptly titled 
"Whoops", covers every form of mint error - most of them came on half cents. 
And then the "piece de resistance" - eleven superb color plates of two-inch 
images of the most awesome date set of half cents imagineable. If your budget 
permits $60. for a coin book, this is the best $60. book you will ever find. You 
won't carry it to coin shows, but you will thoroughly enjoy it at home. 

************* 
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December 11 - "Yes, I realize that I still haven't visited you in Chicago." 
December 12 - " . . . Joe, you and your nice family have a Merry Christmas 
and a joyous New Year." 

I hope that you can understand how the nature of our letters had changed. 

My only regret is that we didn't get together more frequently. John Ashby was 
a joy to be with, and I'm very proud to have had those personal letters from him. 

The early part of January, 1 982 saw bitter cold weather with heavy snow 
here in Chicago. John was down in Florida preparing for the F.U.N. show when 
his father passed away. Traveling into the Chicago area was very difficult, 
compounded even more by the nature of the trip. To what degree this affected 
John's health, we can only speculate. In June, 1982, John failed for the first 
time to put out his monthly price list while he underwent the first of many 
operations which would prolong his life, yet inevitably take it. The last time I 
saw John alive was during the Indiana State Numismatic Association meeting in 
1983. 

Even in the face of adversity, John had a positive outlook. Despite his 
failing health, he remained as optimistic as anyone, and he encouraged others to 
continue their collecting which they so enjoyed. In my last letter from John, 
which was one of great length I might add, John said, "I am slowly getting more 
unstable as far as my walking due to the damage of the right inner ear. I 
certainly hope that this is corrected, because I would look rather odd on the golf 
course this coming summer." In the same letter, John went on to talk about 
the Civil War and his visit to a battlefield near Chattanooga, Tennessee. He 
spoke of his wife caring for him and her elderly parents. John hoped that I 
would keep my friendship with John Wright and with Ken Mote. He said that 
Joan and Ron Widok were especially nice people. This was John Ashby, Jr. 

As you walk down the path of life today, you'll notice that a set of foot¬ 
prints is missing - the Lord is carrying John Ashby! 

************* 

ROD BURRESS 9743 Leacrest Cincinnati, Ohio 45215 

FOR SALE; 

#4 Soft jeweler's brush $6. each 

Jeweler's tissue 4x4 inch Box of 1 ,000 sheets $6. 250 sheets $2. 

Xylol - 4 oz. bottle plus 100 wooden stick Q-tips $2.50 

Wooden stick Q-tips $4.00 per 500 $7.50 per 1 ,000 

Care - coin conditioner 2 oz. bottle $1 .90 

Heavy Duty 28 lb. gray coin envelopes Box of 500 $6.75 

Box of 1,000 $12.75 

Send SASE for sample. 

Sulfur ointment 10% 1+oz. jar $2.00 

Rarity rating and Condition Census update of cents of 1 793-1 814 

(from P-W 1979-1980 revision by Denis Loring) . . 33 pgs. $2.65 
Attribution guides for Matron Head Cents 1816-35 .. 27 pgs. $2.45 

Add $1 .65 per order for shipping. Shipment by UPS - you must 
give a street address, not deliverable to P.O. Box number. 

************* 
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